
Music Training Enriches Public Schools

TThe sound of music echoes through our public
schools, thanks to programs supported by the
generosity of Hills residents and parents.

Music education starts in Kindergarten.  The Bullis-
Purissima Extended Day Kindergarteners use some of the
“extra” time afforded by the longer program for singing.

Older children have
music appreciation once a
week.  Formal music
training starts in fourth
grade, when every child in
the Los Altos School
District learns to play the
recorder and to read music.
In fifth and sixth grade,
children select an instru-
ment and join a band or
orchestra.  All this is
funded by parent contributions to the PTA and the Los Altos
Education Foundation (LAEF).

Extra-curricular music opportunities abound.  Covington
School offers two choral groups, the Daybreakers — named
for their 7:45 AM rehearsal time - and the new Coyote
Chorus.

“Music helps children with concentration, math, fine motor
skills, and gives them a lifetime of enjoyment,” said Ann
Wolff, Covington PTA co-president.  “We are fortunate that
our schools’ basic needs are taken care by residents’ gener-
ous parcel tax, so that PTA and LAEF contributions can go
towards enrichment offerings like music.”
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  LOS ALTOS HILLS

C A L I F O R N I A

CALENDAR

APRICOTS TO MOUNTAIN TOPS

 Spring Hike Series

AAAdventure is right here in our own backyard!
Explore the hills and valleys of Los Altos Hills
this Spring by stepping out on our Pathway

system of trails.  Join Planning Commissioner Ray Collins
on the Apricots to Mountain Tops hike where you’ll enjoy
sweeping vistas, historic places, an educational farm,
unique riparian
habitats, and
expansive wilder-
ness within open
space preserves.

 We’ll walk a
vigorous 6-mile
loop that includes
Packard Orchards,
Byrne Preserve,
and Hidden Villa farm. After a brief stop at the farm, we’ll
walk on the roadside Path along Moody Rd. and a creek
side path through more Town Open Space.  This approxi-
mately 3-hour hike is a great introduction for anyone
wanting to learn more about using Pathways for fitness and
fun.

Date: Sunday, April 2 and May 7

Time: 9:30 am.

Location: Meet at Pathway Marker to Packard Orchards,
Elena Road and Josefa; next to Foothill College. Parking
available along Josefa. Bring water and a snack. No dogs
please.

INVITINVITINVITINVITAAAATIONTIONTIONTION
THIRD ANNUAL KENTUCKY DERBY DAY

MAPLE LEAF FARM
A BENEFIT FOR WESTWIND COMMUNITY BARN

You are invited to celebrate the Kentucky Derby on May 6, 2006, at Maple

Leaf Farm in Los Altos Hills. The festivities will begin at 12:00 PM with the

132nd Run for the Roses on a large screen TV at 3:05 PM in the magnificent

barn.   Hundreds of local residents have in the past enjoyed this elegant event.

Attendance is limited and expected to sell out early.

Traditional Derby Day food will be served, and both live and silent auctions

will be held. Enter the hat contest, enjoy the cigar bar, taste special bourbon, fine wines, and mint juleps.

Guests may once again watch a jumping demonstration by the internationally acclaimed horses at Maple Leaf Farm.  Enjoy

this event with your friends and neighbors. The afternoon will be memorable.

Proceeds will benefit Westwind Barn, which is owned by the Town.  The event is sponsored by Supporters of Westwind

Community Barn, a tax-deductible 501(c)(3) organization.  Visit: www.WestwindSupporters.org

 You may purchase your tickets for $150 by calling 941-9503 or write to: DerbyDaytickets @ westwindsupporters.org

EARTH DAY AND PATHWAYS: A SPECIAL EVENT

TT

 

The Pathway Committee is organizing a fun-for-the whole-family event on our pathways on Earth Day, Saturday April
22nd, the day before the Earth Day event at Westwind Barn. There will be hidden surprise treasures along the trails and
special prizes for children!

The purpose is to clean up the beautiful pathways of our town. And it is simple to
help out, just: (1) walk, bike or drive to one of the pickup points in town; volun-
teers will be at each point to help you; (2) select the path you would like to walk;
(3) collect any trash along your trail. That’s it!

Volunteers will be at each pickup-point to hand out gloves, trash bags, a town
pathway map, water bottles, and special hats/t-shirts.  At the end of your walk,
return to any pickup point to drop-off your trash bags. Children will receive special
prizes for their efforts!

The event will begin on Friday, April 21st when over 200 children from the
Bullis Charter will ‘kick off’ the event as a special, community service project.
Then, on Saturday April 22nd (Earth day) all residents are invited to join in and
continue the effort. Please watch the Town Crier for an announcement of times and
pickups points, or call the Town Hall at (650) 941-7222 a few weeks before the event to get more information.

Make a difference on the 36th Anniversary of  Earth Day this year!

WESTWIND BARN STATUS
March 25th: Mardi

Gras - Bullis Charter
School Annual Dinner
Auction; Info. Call:
941-4708 and
www.bullischarterschool.com

 April 23, 2006,
Sunday 1-4 PM, Earth
Day at Westwind Barn,
Leop-
ards
Etc.
Wild
Cats;
& Karen Hoyt of Sky
Hunters will be bringing
two birds of prey -
including an owl and a
kestrel.

April 30th: ‘Pirates
of Penzance’, co-
production by S.F.Opera
Guild and BCS,  2 and
4 pm, Smithwick
Theatre, Foothill
College, LAH. Info:
948-4100 and
www.bullischarterschool.com

May 6th, Saturday
Westwind Barn; 9 AM
5th Annual LAH
Pathways Run. Info.
650-941-7222.

May 17-21: BCS
plays: ‘Aladdin’,
grades K-4; June 1-11th
“For whom the Bell
Rings”, grades 5-6,
Info: 941-7973 and
www.bullischarterschool.com

June 4; Sunday,
LAH Town Picnic;
Little League Fields, 1-4
PM. See Article Page 4.

The Town has launched a search for the position of City Manager after the resignation of former
manager Maureen Cassingham. The Council thanks Ms. Cassingham for her five years of service to
our Town. An ad hoc subcommittee of the Council has been created and it is expected the Council
will hire a search firm specializing in City Manager searches. On average, it takes approximately 4-6
months to complete a City Manager search. Carl Cahill has accepted the position of Acting City
Manager in the interim. The City Council is seeking input from Town residents as to the characteris-
tics we should seek in our next City Manager.

SSSSituated deep in the heart of Los Altos Hills adjacent to some of our most beautiful open spaces is a
real crown jewel of our community. As you proceed northward along Altamont Road, you pass
some of the most beautiful scenery in Town, with the Byrne Preserve to your left and Bay views

on the right. Often, you can see horses graze on the
Preserve as the fog lingers in the morning. Just past the
Preserve is our Town-owned Westwind Barn.

Westwind Barn and the adjoining property have been
owned by Los Altos Hills since 1975. This property came
into public ownership as the result of a generous gift from
Countess Margit Bessenyey of Hamilton, Montana and a
companion purchase by the Town. One and one-half years
after acquiring the property, the Town leased the facilities to
a private organization, Friends of Westwind. The Friends
have managed the facility every since. Recently, a second
organization, Supporters of Westwind, was created, primarily as a group dedicated to raising money for the
renovation of the Barn. Among other things, Supporters of Westwind sponsors the popular annual Derby
Day event and celebration.

Keeping in mind the importance of this community asset, the Los Altos Hills City Council has taken on
the issue of planning the future of Westwind Barn. The council’s desire is to secure future availability of
the barn to all residents of our community. In addition to preservation and restoration, the Council is also
committed to enabling more Parks and Recreation programs and events at the barn.

The Council has hired a consultant to inspect the facility and report back on its structural integrity and to
give preliminary estimates of the cost of renovation. Concurrent with this review, the Council has created
two Ad Hoc Committees to provide advice to the Council. The first is a committee addressing governance
of the barn.  This committee is charged with providing advice as to the proposed legal structure of Barn
governance, including developing a strategy to access park bond funds, other Town funds and/or private
donations. This committee is expected to report its final recommendations by March. The second commit-
tee will then begin its work. It is charged with planning the renovation of the Barn and the expanded uses
of the Barn.  The Town ordered consultant report on the Barn’s condition will be an important input into
the committee’s deliberations.

The Council got actively involved because of the increased community interest in the Barn, greater
demand for recreational equestrian activities by our residents and in response to the pressing need to
renovate the Barn. The goal is to ensure that this valuable Town asset continues to be available to the
increasing number of Town residents who want to participate in the many activities at the barn.

CITY MANAGER - Recent Resignation

50th ANNIVERSARY HISTORICAL
DISPLAY EXHIBIT

AT TOWN HALL

See article page 3.

Pictured above: Duffy Price, Chair Ad Hoc
Historical Exhibit Committee and Alexander Atkins,
Graphic Designer — who created the exhibit.

Coyote Chorus prepares for its
Holiday concert




